father served as a corporal in Capt. John F. Bryan's (his brother)
company of Virginia Militia, He, a student in college, height about
six feet, enlisted in Williamsburg, James City County, Virginia, and
served from September 18, 1814, to October 3, 1814.

BRYANT, BRYAN

James Bryant Sr. first lived in Isle of Wight Coun-
ty, Virginia. He might have sprung from the Bryants of New Eng-
land, for many families came from that section to settle in southeastern
Virginia or northeastern North Carolina. On February 4, 1717, James
Bryant “of Albemarle” deeded certain lands in Isle of Wight County,
Virginia, proving that he had already moved to North Carolina (Isle of
Wight Great Book, p. 233). On April 6, 1718, he witnessed the will of
Charles Merritt in Chowan County (Grimes, “Abstract of N. C. Wills").
In August, 1720, he patented 100 acres on Bear Swamp (N. C. Colonial
Records, 11, p. 522). The will of James Bryant Sr. was made in Bertie
County, North Carolina, on March 11, 1731 (Grimes), and mentioned
1. William Bryant, son. 2. James Bryant-Jr., son. 3. Thomas Bryant,
son. 4. John Dew (Jr.), son-in-law, and executor. He married Eliza-
beth Bryant, and for their descendants see White's *“History and
Genealogy of the Dew Family.” 5. Sarah Bryant married John Drake,
according to the will of the latter made in Bertie County on January
5, 1728 (Grimes). 6. Mary Bryant married Richard Sumner, whose will
was made in Bertie County on April 12, 1729 (Grimes). William Bryan
of Isle of Wight County, Virginia, may have been a brother of James
Bryant above. He was in Isle of Wight County as early as 1688. He
left 1. John Bryan of Bertie and Edgecombe Counties, North Carolina.
2. Needham Bryan Sr. of Bertie County, North Carolina. William
Bryant, son of James Bryant Sr.,, lived most of his life in Bertie County,
North Carolina. On March 31, 1726, he made a petition concerning some
livestock (N. C. Colonial Records, II, p. 606). On September 27, 1736,
he was on a commission of public claims (idem, IV, 233). His first
wife was a Bridger, for on March 11, 1729, he was called brother-in-law,
executor, and witness in the will of William Bridger in Bertie County
(Grimes). His own will was made in Edgecombe County, North Caro-
lina, on September 21, 1749, and probated in February Court, following
(Grimes), leaving 1. Joseph Bryant, son. 2. William Bryant Jr., son.
3. Patience Bryant, daughter. 4. Sarah Myhand, daughter. 5. _________
McDaniel, daughter. 6. Patience Bryant, wife. She was the daughter
of John Dew, Esquire, of Bertie County. James Bryant Jr. on Sep-
tember 14, 1734, was executor of the will of Robert Braswell in Bertie
County, probated in November Court, 1736, and Patience Bryant and
Thomas Bryant were witnesses (Grimes). On February 25, 1740, Be
was a juryman for Bertie and Edgecombe Counties (N. C. Colonial
Records, IV, p. 521). On September 30, 1751, he witnessed the will of
William Bridger in Johnston County (Grimes). Thomas Bryant, son
of James Bryant Sr, was on a grandjury at Edenton on July 27, 1725
(N. C. Colonial Records, II, p. 591). He was a juror again on July
28, 1727 (idem, 1I, p. 704). He was executor and witness of the will
of John Cotton Sr. probated in May Court, 1728, in Bertie County
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(Grimes). On January 18, 1732, he witnessed the will of John Bass in
Bertie County (idem). On January 22, 1732, he was appointed Commis-
sioner of Indian trading in the Province of North Carolina (Colonial
Records, III, p. 414). In a Court of July 13, 1733, he bound out several
free negroes until they should be of age (idem, IlI, p. 556). On Feb-
ruary 17, 1738, he received a grant of 400 acres in Edgecombe County
(idem, IV, p. 329). He was a Member of the North Carolina Assembly
(Idem, IV, pp. 414, 493, 495, 499, 559, 384, 391, 526, 529). ‘Thomas
Bryant, “Burgess of Bertie,” was dead by April 13, 1749 (idem, 1V,
p. 1171). Dr. John Bryan moved from Isle of Wight County, Virginia,
to Bertie County, North Carolina. On March 3, 1721, he was a juror
in Chowan County (N. C. Colonial Records, 11, pp. 435,1436). In 1723,
he patented 640 acres in Bertie County (idem, II, p. 771). A Court of
November 20, 1732, fined him 2/8/10 (idem, IILI, p. 573). On May 8,
1731, he was appointed a Justice of the Peace for Bertie County (Idem,
111, pp. 223, 537), and a J. P. for Edgecombe County on April 6, 1732
(idem, III, p. 417). His will was made in Edgecombe County, North
Carolina, on September 14, 1734, and probated in May Court, 1735
(Grimes), mentions 1. Elizabeth Bryant, wife. 2. William Bryant, son.
3. Arthur Bryant, son. 4. David Hopper, son-in-law. Needham Bryan
Sr., son of William Bryan, was born in Isle of Wight County, Virginia,
on February 23, 1690, and later moved to Snowfield, in Bertie County,
North Carolina. On November 11, 1711, he married Annie Rombeau.
On August 24, 1732, he married Susannah Harrell, who died in 1752.
His third wife was Sarah Woodward. (N. C. Hist. and Gen. Reg., I, 4,
p. 577.) On March 30, 1721, he patented 640 acres on the Moratuck
River (N. C. Colonial Records, II, p. 426). On May 8, 1751, he was a
Justice of the Peace for Bertie County (idem, III, pp. 223, 437). He left
1. Rachel Bryan married on November 6, 1741, William Whitheld. 2.
Needham Bryan Jr. married Nancy Smith, daughter of John Smith
and Elizabeth Whitfield. Needham and Elias Bryan were executory, and
John Bryan a witness of the will of Josiah Mohoon in Halifax County,
North Carolina, on January 1, 1772. 3. William Bryan.

James Sumner, son of Richard Sumner and Mary Bryant, made his
will in Perquimans County, North Carolina, on March 26, 1750, probated
on May 14, 1750 (Grimes), leaving 1. Luke Sumner, son. 2. James
Sumner Jr., son. 3. Seth Sumner, son. 4. David Sumpner, son. 5. Wil-
liam Sumner, son. 6. Robert Sumner, son. 7. Josiah Sumner, son. 8.
Mary Sumner, daughter. 9. Penelope Sumner, daughter. 10. Mary
Sumner, wife. William Bryan, son of Needham Bryan Sr., married
in 1744, Elizabeth Smith, daughter of John Smith and Elizabeth W hit-
field (N. C. Hist. and Gen. Reg., I, 4, p. 577). Therr children were.
1. William Bryan Jr. was born in 1747 and died in 1800. He married
in 1788 Elizabeth Gray, daughter of William Gray and Frances Lee of
Bertie County. 2. Hardy Bryan. 3. Elizabeth Bryan. 4. Susannah
Bryan. 5. Arthur Bryan. 6. Blake Bryan. 7. Esther Bryan. 8. John
Bryan. 9. Lewis Bryan married Nancy Hinton, daughter of Major
John Hinton, of Wake County, North Carolina.—Hugh B. Johnston, Jr.,
Wilson, North Carolina.
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