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Our ¥nowledge of the Bryan family of Hulifax and Edgecomb
gounties N%C. dates from tne exrly years of the ITth Century;
when Hug[& Bryan of the House of Orange, and therefa'e a pro-
tegtant in religion, was for sundry political offences.and a
disposition to publicly give utterance to his democr=ztlc
opinions, banished from Ireland, where he was Lord of an ex-
tensive Ancestral Estate. ‘4t which time, a8 far as the Crown
co.ld do so, his titles were revoked and his landed estates con-

fiscated to pay the damages of certain revolts ne isisaid to
have promulgated against the Crown and the Roman Catnolic Churche

When ordered to leave the land of his nativity, Lord Bryan
bouzht three small ships and embarked for America. The cronicler
tells that he loaded his three saips with " many kegs of pure
cold money", ( whether tuis is true or not,) it is well known
that he filled the living apartments of his ships with much
plate and every convenience and comfort, and below decks were
stored provisions of all kinds, wines etc, and costly furniture
t:kxen from “Wis mansiong also it is known that the decks of his
vesgels were fully occupied with blooded horses, fox hounds,
etcess and a very extensive household of servants with not a
few or the tenants of his estates. This latter statement 1s
well attested by the number of Irish names at the present day
to be found at and adjoining to the region where this Lordly
Gentleman first pitched nis tent in Americae.

Afte. leuving the Irish Courts, Lord Bryan made a struight
wake for the coast »f North Carnlina, entered one of the
sounds and finally reached the mouth of the Roanoke River.
Having deigned to receive a grant of land from his offended
¥ing, who regretted his severity and was anxious to regain
Lord Bryan's favor, lest he should by his opposition and
hatred contaminate tane ZAmerican Colonist.

Lfter reaching Roanoke River, Lord Bryan had the masts cut:

from his gessels and started slowly and laboriously to work them
up the river, by having a small boat to tuke a rope and fasten
it a distance up the river, when the ship was pulled to that
point, another forw.rd movement of the anchor rope was made.
Finally Lord Bryan reached 2 point bn the Roanoke River Norkh

of t e mesent site of the town of Palmyra and South of Scetland
Heck's ne:wrest point towurd th%"ﬁo?n?ﬂr%’-ﬁhere he disembarke
And pought an e xtensive landed estate on both sides of the

Roanoke River of settlers wno had originally received it by
grant from the English Crowne

This ancestor of ours was in many respects a remcrkablé m:z=n.
As soon as he settled he beg&n to dominate everything and
everybody with whom he ecame 1in contact: was in the habit of
wearing a powdered wig, knee pants, silk stockings, silver
buckles on his shoes and knees, and rode a bleaze face, bob

tail, blood bay stud horse, the fiwst bob tail horse ever
seen in that regioNecese

Lord Bryan, after the day he left his native whore, gave un-
bridled reign to his democratic tzste; never permitting himself

agaln to be called Lord Bryan, but assumed the mare respe ctable
title of " Mr.® R

Mr. Hugh 3§Xgp was a man of unusual strength and vigor, reaching
an extremely old age,
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sfter he was eighty years old, for the first time, he married
5 Miss Sallie Smith, a relative of the wwesent Smiths tn.t
1ive in Scotland Neck, N.C. The product of this marria-e
wis Henry Hugh Bryan and Mary Bryan. Mary Bryan married an
Lrquette from which @escended the Erquettes, Thompsons and
Pughs of North Hempton County. Henry Hugh Bryan was the father
Jose Bryan, Smith Bryab, Mary Bryan

of William Te Bryan, C: te 1
and eeecssse Bryan, Wi liam ¥. Bryan was the father of Mary

Sumner Bryan by Sallie Taylore Mary Sumner Bryan was the
m-ther of Thecdore Bryan Kingsbury. Capte Jos. Bryan was
xilled in way in Canada and hls negro servant brought nis arms
and horse -1l the way across the country to Halifax County and

delivered them to his people; he never marcic€de Smith Bryan

born in 1744 married Lucy Bazrlow and was the father of Dempsey

Bryah, born Septe 4, 1774 and died in 1847, It is probable
th-t no wiser man than Dempsey Bryan, this dute, ever lived in
Bdgecombe Countye He first settled on wh&t is known as the
Dancy Field on David W. Bull ock®s old Edgecombe plantation,

theA known as Cotton Plains. xm being situate abo:t nine
niled North of Tarboro,N.Ce on the roud leading to Enfield.

Smith Bryan, the father of Dempse Bryan, though the grandson
of Lard Bryan originally of great wealth, owing to the non pro-
ductiveness of uncleared lands, and a long life of extravagznce,
w28 unable to give Dempsey Bryan anything at all with which to

start lifee.

Dempsey Bryan became very rich from th.t date and localitye. He
bought up 211 the farms surrounding his ovn and ovned seven or
eight hundred slaves, though not all at one time. He took a

lively interest in all public =2ffairs; was a band director
and money lender; Mr. Harrison and Mre. James Battle alone were

thought to be Mr. Bryan®s equ«l in wealth in Edgrecombe County
He spent his entire married life in the red ho:ige the home-
stead situated in tne Canter of Cotton Plains, David W.
Rullock's old farm, He married Mgry Duvis Lee, the daughter
of Major Aaron Lee of Westmoreland County, Va. and Lury Devis
of Muryland Heights near Harvers Ferry, Vi. of which mare will

be saide. The products of Dempsey Bryan and Mar- Lee's marriage
was first; Mars Elizabeth, who married Johnathan Bulloc - of

®dee combe County and bore one @hild, David Wm. Bullock of
Edzecombe County, and W.s the father of ten children by Margaret
" .rv RiitheThe second products were tri -lets, Luch, Louisa and
T,:ura, Laura only survived infa~cy, Lucy when rown marvied
Benj. Batts of Edgeoombe County, N.C. Margaret married L.lafay-
~tte Stato .e Their childirenwere Dr. L.L.Steton, Mr. Logan Staton
Miss Lucy and Miss Maggie. Fmma married Thomas Cherry who

died in early in lifejeeccee

The third living child of Dem sey Bry.n, Szllie Bry n, married

Cofield ¥nirht of U-per Edgecombe County; they had two children,

‘m. Henry and Marthae Mr. Coffield night and his grand=-
children after him, lived :n the s.me grant of land that one of
his a cestbrs secured of the Yin. of Englund; this land never

left his family or descendants until 1t was 40ld about 1326
to the late W.D.Pittmane.

Dempsey Bryan's next child, M.rtha, Murried Redding Pittman , 1yia.. ¥
the father of Oliver Beverly, T.Reeding and G.Mery, Murthe 7{3
and William Demvseye Dempsey'Bry.n's hext child, Mapgie Ay
married Lem. Lawrence and died witnout children. _Penina:%liiﬂfr

lived t» an extreme old age in upper edgceombe County and o- 3
never married, Mary, the next child married s Mayo of-a{, WM:

Pitt County and was the mother of Major James W. Mayo, Dre %:tiu -
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Thom:.s May-, Dempsey Bryan Mayo, Mary and Martha twins, and Otha
and afflicted c1ild who died in early manhoode Nunnie snother

child lived in Nash County and old maid for meny years, but
very late in life, when eceelecvescecccccsccosns

Wm. Dempsey Bryan, thé first son mfmarried Miss Benton of
Halifax Coe and moved to LAlabama about 1850

Hugh Blair Bryan, the youngest child of Dempsey Bryan, married

a Miss Mary Peterson Henkins of Warren Countye N.C.Their children
were Dempsey, Mury and Lda. ( Ida is the only one surviving

at the present time-1933)

Démpsey Bryan, as above stuted, married Mary Davis Lee who
w8 a daughter of Aaron Lee born in Westmorel.nd Coe Va. in

17531 and was killed in the Revolutionary Ware The wife of
Aarof Lee was -lso Mary Davis, born at the present xXimm site of
Eargerg Ferry, Vae. in the year 1746, 'Magor Lee was a Major

in the Reyglutionary War serving with Wa nztone His home

on M.ryland Helghts was a place where war information was de-
posited by any patriot who wished it transmitted to Weshingtone
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The above was taken from the records of Dre. D.Ve Bullock of

Wilmington,N.Ce during the month of August 1904,
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('.'im.Bryai:L" moved

1! to A3a.1840
( (Margaret ,Md.Lafazeth Staton
( ilury " William Long
(Lucy,id.Ben Batts(Emma " Thomas Cherry
Triplets =(Louis (Ben '
iLouisa. (Dempsey, " Mina Bryan
(Dick (Isaac) Md.Fanny Little

;Sallie,Mﬁ.Cofed (Wm.Henry

E Knight (Martha, Md.William Pittman
EPenim, not Md.
( (Laura died in Infancy
2 (Dempsey *™ 7 "
( ( Jas.Maosa jah ,Md .Florence Lyon
( ( (Hugh Blair,died 1861 Battle
gronryELaz ( (( Bethel)
om Eastern
. Harrison P.lLyon
Shore,Md. dia(Lucy Lee Mary Williams {Maryy Dorsen,Md. Land
appeared dur-( Married Married VAREIE e
ing Rev.War. (Maj.Dempsey (Thomas Mayo éﬁrth& Darien,NMd.Vm.Thom.Tgy lor
Father of Bryan ( «Thomas,Md.Annie Lawry Lyon
Lucy Lee. ( (Dempsey Virginus,died 1872
ey ( (Laura Virginia, " 1863
( (Otho Logan " 1883
E i
( (B.W.Tucker
( Oliver
& Mary Streator,Md.Dr.N.G.Pittman
(Redden Pittman (Martha, died in Infanoy

Wme.De SeY
(Redden Gresham

(Benjamin, died in Infangy

(
(
(
E
,{Elizabeth Md. (Dave
Bullock

‘ (Fillian Dempsey
(Hugh Blair Bryan {Id.a « Mrs.L.H.Lyon
( Mamie, died in Infancy




